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May 6, 1999

For Immediate Release:
EIU ALUM TO RECEIVE HONORARY DEGREE FOR PUBLIC SERVICE
CHARLESTON --Author E. Hughes, Jr., a 1951 graduate of Eastern Illinois
University, will return to his alma mater this weekend to receive yet another degree-an honorary doctorate in recognition of a lifetime of dedication to and concern for
others.
He will receive his degree during the 5 p.m. commencement ceremony
scheduled to take place Saturday, May 8, in the university's Lantz Gymnasium.
Hughes, a native of Hoopeston, Ill., has led a life of distinguished service as an
educator. Following his graduation from Eastern, where he received his Bachelor of
Science in Education degree, with a major in Business Education, he worked as both a
public school teacher and as a professor and scholar of business at the post-secondary
level. Following three years of service as dean of the School of Business at Northern
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Arizona University, he was named vice president and provost of that institution. In
1971 , he was named president of the University of San Diego -- a position he held until
his retirement in 1995.
During those 24 years of distinguished service as president, Hughes merged two
college campuses, established a sound fiscal base for the institution and generated an
enviable record of donor support and positive community relations. During his tenure,
he generously gave of his ample talent and limited time to a wide range of causes.
That giving didn't stop with his retirement. Hughes played a key role in
introducing his successor-- Alice B. Hayes --to the University of San Diego and its
constituencies, and he has remained active in his work and support for the university he
loves so well.
Jack Adams, director of special projects at USD, calls Hughes an "extraordinary
leader'' and "wonderful man" whose very presence induces a tremendous harmony that
"permeates the entire campus."
"He validates everyone around him," Adams said. "There's nobody that
deserves (the honorary degree) more that Art Hughes."
Despite his demanding professional schedule, Author Hughes has also given his
time and energy to civic and community work. Organizations benefiting from his
gracious nature include-- but are by no means limited to-- Kiwanis International,
Rotary International, the United Way, Boy Scouts of America, the American Cancer
Society, the Fine Arts Association of San Diego, the San Diego Symphony Association,
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and the San Diego Chamber of Commerce. From 1995 until December 1998, he also
served as Senior Consultant in Higher Education for The James Irvine Foundation,
overseeing the Foundation's grant-making to independent colleges and universities in
California.
Hughes, who is married to the former Marjorie Ann Herman, also an Eastern
alumna, has received Distinguished Alumnus awards from the university's School of
Business and from Eastern. He continues to visit the campus when returning to the
area.
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